



















































































MINUTES OF THE MEETING: Dec. Uoh' o £

Quinsam Coal Review:

Approximately 0.5 million tonnes of coal produced and sold in 1992, open-pit and
U/G. Development of the U/G mine continues for the long term future of the
operation but the open-pit is very important for cash flow and needed for the
economic viability of the mine Requirement for 1993 is 200,000 to 250,000 tonnes

from the open-pit out of a planned production of 500,000-650,000 tonnes of clean
coal, or up to 800,000 tonnes of run-of-mine.






It was also suggested that some paving at the entrance to Hwy 28 or a truck wheel washing
bay should be examined to prevent mud being carried onto the highway.

In addition, a traffic monitoring study be implemented to assess coal truck haul use and
impact on the highway.

A discussion was also held on the prevention of siltation from leaving the internal haul
road section between the North and South pits.

Some catchment l?asins had been constructed to settle out siltation off the road but the
company was advised to address this road issue and the bridge.

The Chairman to write to Quinsam Coal requesting a written up-date report be submitted
to cover the areas discussed
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E. W. Beresford, P. Eng.,
Chairman,
Vancouver Island MDRC
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cc: G. McKillop, Asst. Director, Environmental Impact
N. Ringstad, Manager, Mine Dev. Assess. Branch
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ditch have been stabilized by revegetation and do not add to
the water loadings.

1R uiuva There 1is a need this year to service the settling
ponds on site. There are five(3) that are covered by PE-7008.
Three are below the wash plant, one 1s prior to the main
settling pond #4 and the last 1is the mainmn pond. B.C.M.C.
proposes to pump the solids from each containmment into the 2N
pit area either through the wash plant reject disposal system
or by pumping them into the proposed catchment ditch above
the settling pond which leads directly into the 2N pit sump
pond. A velocity berm will be established close to the water
level 1n the pit to slow the water down and to allow the
settling time needed to entrain the solids before they enter
the pit pond. This work is planned for the drier weather. The
equipment is very large and heavy and will be labor intensive
until a method, system and routine can be developed.

14... The discharge from settling pond #4 traverses a
natural course through a marsh and existing large biomass.
It then enters a delta system and another marsh system before

reaching and mixing with lake water. In 1992 the water
demands of the wash plant are expected to exceed the
anticipated discharge volumes. Proper water management

planning can result in a zero discharge or a very minimal
discharge during heavy rain and runoff events.

b G T The Environmental Procedures Manual has been
accepted by the Ministry of Enviromnment and is in force. AN
awareness handbook summarizing the contents of the manual was
requested by the Ministry. The Awareness handbook 1s to

inform and educate new employees about the policies and
procedures 1n force at the operation. [t will also serve as a

reference to existing employees in the event of emergencies,
occurrences or query in the absence of immediate authority.
The handbook has been compiled and submitted to the Ministry
in 1989 and was approved in Mar. '9?2. It has been sent to the
printers and is expected to be available for distribution by
summer . A washplant update 1s forthcaoming.

16 .. Potential Acid generation materials are identified
by the infield "fizz" test and by the Analytical Services
Laboratory in Vancouver. Results of the amnalysis are reported
to the Ministry of Energy Mines and Petroleum Resources

through the Reclamation permit (C-172) requirements. The
most recent acid balance report in graphic form is attached
to this report for reference entitled ‘Net Neutralization
Potential For Rejects'(see table #1). Course rejects are
slightly acid generating based on the pyritic composition of
the material. However the material is pulverized for

laboratory analysis which destroys the natural state of the
material and may distort the true reactions of the material.
More recent tests done on the coarse rejects show that they
become acid consuming over time if left exposed to the
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The Waste Management Branch has issued a waste permit
PR-8938 which regulates the handling and disposal of
washplant rejects. The South pit waste management permit is
still to be issued. The Environmental Awareness Manual has
just been approved after two years on the Ministries desk. It

will be published shortly.

Based on the excellent performance of these past years
B.C.M.C. requests that relief from the bonding be given
consideration by the ‘committee’ during the forthcoming
yearly meeting. A thorough review of the permit parameters
should be done now that hard facts are available from
operating experiences over the past several years. It has
become very clear that the permit is obsolete in many facets
and needs to be amended to better address the specific
issues relative to environmental impacting, protection,
thresh—-hold limits, dilution rates and so on. The
information given at the hearings and the data that was used
to arrive at the parameter levels need to be readdressed with
a view to realistically assigning parameters that reflect
notice levels, warning levels and harmful levels. The current
levels are extremely low and cannot be justified in the face
of the accumulated data or on the basis that they were
calculated upon and set prior to the availability of
evidence. The Company will seek to reduce the frequency of
sampling as well as toc increase the limits of some of the

parameters through negotiations, appeals or the amendment
process. The costs are unwarranted and needless and in all
fairness should be addressed without delay. B.C.M.C has an

application before the Waste Management Branch for the
exclusion of the fine rejects from the special handling
requirements stated in PR-8938B. The sampling conducted over
the past year showed conclusively that the fine rejects are
not acid producing and are in fact quite acid consuming. The
object of the special handling requirements as outlined in
the permit were to identify and control potential acid

generating materials. This has been accomplished and
B.C.M.C. seeks the release of the fine rejects from testing
and special handling which are very costly and labor
intensive. Provision for the reduction of bonding as well as

the variation of permit criteria is provided for in PR-8938,
section 6.7 and in PE-7008, appendix B-5, section T and U.

It is reasonable to conclude from inspections and
bcbservatioﬂs and from the data as well as the amount of
Edischarge to the environment that B.C.M.C. has had no impact
‘on  the environment during the 19921 reporting period. Due
‘CaTE and diligence has been exercised and the resulting water
=qua11ty has been maintained at required standards and better.
"B.C.M.C. has strived to be proactive and cooperative,
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From the office of the
Comox-Strathcona CHAIR OF THE BOARD

EN-G / 5280-01
February 17, 2006

The Honourable Barry Penner
Minister of Environment

PO Box 9047. STN PROV GOVT
Victonna BC V8W 9E2

Dear Minister Penner:
Re: Enforcement of environmental permit(s) issued to Quinsam Coal Corporation

The board of the Regional District of Comox-Strathcona at their January 30, 2006 meeting discussed
the environmental permits issued to Quinsam Coal Corporation.

Due to on-going concerns surrounding the protection of the Campbell River watershed, we request
that the ministry of environment continue to ensure the enforcement of the terms and condinons of
the environmental permit(s) i1ssued to the Quinsam Coal Corporaton.

Yours

Abram
air of the Board

C. Trevena, MLA (North Island)
C. Bell, MP (Vancouver Island, North)
Campbell River Environmental Commuttee

g:\chairs correspondence\2006\02feb\quinsam coal moe.doc
600 Comox Road, Courtenay, B.C. VON 3P6

Telephone 1-250-334-6000 + Fax No. 1-250-334-4358
TOLL FREE IN AREA CODE250: 1-800-331-6007
www.rdcs.bc.ca






ETRC’s intent is to provide technical recommendations to the regional director of MOE
regarding the monitoring of activities at and around the mine, so that he can revise the operations
monitoring requirements as allowed for under the province’s applicable environmental
legislation. This committee includes a technical representative from the City who has, in the
past, brought forward the concerns of local community groups.

ETRC reports to the community by a public notice in the Campbell River newspaper. In
addition, the minutes of the ETRC meeting are available to the public as is the company’s annual
monitoring report. As a result of this information, meetings have been held with interested
members of the public, and invitation also provided to city staff. This current system enables an

appropriate forum for public involvement and complies with the intent of the Public Inquiry
Commission.

I would like to thank the City for your continued involvement in the ERTC, and your efforts to
protect the Quinsam River watershed.

Yours truly,

Original
Signed 5y

Eric Partridge
Assistant Deputy
Environmental Protection Division

pc: Honourable Barry Penner, Minister of Environment

Stan Goodrich and Gord McLauglin, Campbell River Environmental Committee,
Campbell River

Dave Selent, Director, Coal Preparation Plant, Quinsam Coal Corporation,
Campbell River

Kim Bellefontaine, Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources

Mike Hagen, Environment Canada

Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Quinsam River Hatchery

Environmental Coordinator, City of Campbell River

Randy Alexander, Regional Manager, Ministry of Environment
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